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Well aspinng songwrilars, bare wa go, pul
v seotbalis on. Whan | met my monoger
tar the first fime about cight years aga in
Maw Yok City I roade me understand this
business. Dea Anthory, wha represcented
such octs o5 Pater Fromplan, Tany Bennall,
lna Cocker, Emerson, Lake and Polmer,
lathra Tull, Gary Wright and many other
vary successiul Bands aducated me guickly.

PERSERYERAMIE, TEMACITY AMD
RESILIEMCE, is whirt he said. Yo have ta bie
commiled and slick 1o i, iF's nsl o habby,
pasirme or fondasy, it's reality ond i1's your
lite. Wou hawe to osk yourself is this what |
witnl b o Tar Pha rest of miy life® IF pou think
you can run a Dy Cleaning Flace ond wrile
o song every anck ina whila, it's the wrong
busingss for you, Thers's also going 1o ke o
great denl of knowledge ta grasp and heldd
on o — remambern, 115 o people’s business,
ond you will hove 1o vnderstond 1kot your
tolent ard lifa will be under scruting and
always wnder a huge microscope. Alwoys
look ot it like yow are raining for the
Olyrapics and pour gonng bave lo know
hiow te bounce bock in the roughest of
times. There will be imes when family and
frimmds mig M Hhink yau'ra Craey |_|'||:1=.i||!a ¥
dresam but siay Focusad.

FASHYILLE 15 KEHOWM A% THE LaMD
OF A MILLION SORMGS, Tha S gveribers
circle is great, they're like neighbours, very
hanest and extremcly humble ard thare's
ravar @ lull in canvarsation — remembear,
it's shory town. At first it wos one of the
scanest things in my life that | did. | s ko
unkererr turd ko sme whot I'm mode of. Afer
o tew weeks | mode the rovnds to the
s.cmgw-:ilnrn elubys ard liw_-||1||_||_|||'|r gak y;,lru;ld
ter Sy Tres Fublishing affer | did o siz-song
oudition for Couniry Hall of Fame
mngwr’irnr HI_Ihh'r‘ Broadack al Hee Sy
Sfudinos,

The CREATIVE PROCESS requiras vou b
b arganized and vesy self mofivaked . You
hove to be prepored when pou walk inta o
writing session, if you're having troukble
paying the hydra bill Hhat month, figure o
way not fo bring it inlo the session. |
recammand te write avary idan down, reed
books, wotch movies, trovel, listen closaly
when peaple speak and just be wery aler.
wirika all Flas, story linas and phrasas dosn
ordd keap music ideas on on organized tape
thet's labelled so0 you know whara
evaryplhing is.

METWOIREIMG is cxdremely important,
whan pou maal writers ond producars in
Maslwills ramamber that this is their lifa, nat
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o hobby, s in conversaiions moke sure you
stay focused on what you come there for.
I'wia b Torlunabe 1o convarse and work
with some of the greaks sech os Desmond
Child, Barbmra Mandrell ond Bobby Dradodk
and Meay all soy tha sama thing, pou'sa gal
to sioy focused ond keep leaming. Mever
think you hove enough ideas, just kecp
werihing and ra-wriking

Inside the PUBLISHING WORLD it's o
different animal altegathar, my jab os o sieff
weriter is 4o write songs thol will maks it anks
big stars” CPs and hopafully sell millions of
capias and chart high. 1175 businass thay' ra
inio ta make money for the company. I'm
ossigned o personal song plisgger ond he or
she will wark closaly on Building vy
cohalogue and steer me in the diredion that
| should ba writing. '"When | biern a work tape
in 1 will ba inforrsed who i1's filchabla ke
ond then da a strong demo to consince the
ortist that this is “their” song. There might
ba lea ar thraa ra-wrerlas and avan alle
songwriters brought in to help finish the
s, s an apan concept and pou have Bo
be willing and able 1o deal with guidance
oll the =oy through. :

Mashvilla is @ town ol LOYALTY AND
IMTEGRITY, sa if you think you hove to
chonge vour styla 1o i1 inta the clish, don't
— it's o quick woy o be asked oot of Bown .
Dian’t dora be phoney, it waon't last lang.
Wehiot weu ara is whal your ara, | coma farm
the MelancompfSpringsiesn school of
writing and it’s excopted by Music Row's woy
of thinking ‘couse it's rural anough. | wnite
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with o lot of the great writers ocver of Somy
Traa and tha baauly of cellsharating is whan
1 oimolgamate my stde with soms of Hhe
hard core country writers or the gospel!/pop
and Music Shaoals guys, Wa come up with
wary interasting commarciol songs. Davelop
fricndships — remember it's a lifestyde down
thare, weu liva ik 1'm shll on the read a fair
amcund and | just Finished some dates with
Srrwnar Brown and Barboro Mandrell. Gus
whan P'rm off Fhe road, 1'm there in Music
Row taking mectings, wriling sessions,
racording and parforming in the songwriier
clubs. Wy bosi mojor cut was for the Cirisn
filmn Rudle Awakering. | wrote the theme
sangs Far the movie with Powl & Rathchild |
and Jim Steinmon and sung by-Bill Medley.
That opened o lot of doors ond made me
raaloe | love tha songwriling waorld

SOCIETY AMD TECHMOLOGY are
rapidly growing. But thers's ene thing the
computar will never figure aul how ke da, So
we as songwriters still hove one of the only
humioan alament profassions left ond that is
why wem bry b reach peopbs with words and
FTILISIE,
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